Speech by Winston Ka-Sun Chu
Presentation Ceremony on 16™ February 2013
Hong Kong Maritime Museum

Ladies & Gentlemen,

On behalf of our Chairman Mr. Hardy Lok and our Board of

Councillors, I have the pleasure to welcome you to this special occasion.

One summer day almost twenty years ago, a little old lady 80 years of
age stood on her roof garden at Robinson Road in the Mid-Levels and gave a severe scolding
to a member of the Town Planning Board - myself. She pointed to the West Kowloon
Reclamation and bitterly complained that the harbour was being ruined. 1 was stunned.
Before my eyes half of the eastern harbour had become land. I promised her to look into it.

That was the beginning of the campaign to save Hong Kong’s Victoria Harbour.

This little old lady, my late Mother, was a true lover of Hong Kong.
She and her family had been in Hong Kong for five generations. She was passionate about
the harbour. It was her passion, indomitable spirit and determination that sustained the ‘Save
Our Harbour’ Campaign. Through this Campaign, she successfully saved the harbour from
most of the reclamation projects proposed by both the Hong Kong British Colonial

Government and the Hong Kong SAR Government. The details are shown on the exhibits.

Over the next twelve years until her demise, not only did she finance the
Campaign but she personally led it. I can still remember her sitting at a small desk in front of
the old Hong Kong Star Ferry Pier canvassing for signatures. A long queue of people lined
up to sign. They were amazed at this strange sight of a little old lady campaigning for
signatures. The signature campaign that she initiated eventually collected over 300,000

signatures. One out of 20 Hong Kong people had signed it.

It took 14 years including six years of hard litigation in the law courts
for the Campaign to be successful. Ultimately in 2008, our former Chief Executive Mr.
Donald Tsang in his policy address finally announced that the Government would stop all
further reclamations. Sadly by then she had passed away in 2006 and did not live to see the
final victory. For her vision, courage and determination, she had rightfully earned a place in

the history of our beloved Victoria Harbour.



Our Society are very grateful to the Hong Kong Maritime Museum for
putting up this exhibition which gives a brief account of the Campaign. Of particular
importance is the original of the Assent Certificate which was presented to the Museum just
now. It is an unique historical document. It testified to the enactment of the Protection of
the Harbour Ordinance which was presented to the Legislative Council by our Former
Chairperson the Honourable Dr. Christine Loh. It was this Ordinance which led to the court
judgments, including a leading judgment from the Court of Final Appeal, that stopped further

reclamation of the harbour.

This exhibition serves three important purposes.

Firstly, it reminds Hong Kong people of the need to protect the
wonderful harbour that we have inherited. In future years to come, there is no assurance that
the Government will not change its policy regarding the harbour. There will always be a
great temptation to reclaim the harbour and no doubt many reasons can and will be given to
justify it. Therefore like freedom, the price for Hong Kong to have a harbour is constant

vigilance.

Secondly, it sets an example for Hong Kong people, especially our
younger generation, to be committed to protecting our harbour. Despite the Ordinance and
the court judgments, ultimately the best protection for the harbour must be the hearts and

voices of Hong Kong people.

Thirdly, it serves as an encouragement to old people that even a little

old lady in her eighties can make a difference.

There is still work ahead. The present challenge is to give Hong Kong
a world-class harbour and harbourfront for the enjoyment of the present and future generations.
This can only be achieved through sincere co-operation between the Government, the
commercial sector and the general public. Hopefully this can be accomplished under the
leadership of the Harbourfront Authority the establishment of which was announced by the
recent Policy Address of our present Chief Executive Mr. C.Y. Leung.

Our Society and myself wish to offer our sincere appreciation to all our
friends for their support over the past 18 years. There have been thousands of unsung heroes.

We extend a message of thanks to them all as well as to the people of Hong Kong.



Our Society have made use of this occasion to invite many of our most
important supporters. We are extremely grateful to them for their support. We would like

to pay a special tribute to the following friends who are here to-day:-

Mr. John Rhind Dr. K K. Kwok

Mrs. Nancy Rhind Professor Johannes Chan
Mr. Nick Brooke Mr. Jock Mackie

Mrs. Maggie Brooke Mr. Carl Chu

Mr. Paul Zimmerman Mr. Jeft Tse

We would like to thank three special friends even though they cannot be
here to-day — Dr. Simon Li Fook Sein and Mr. Keith Kerr who have been our strongest
supporters from the beginning, as well as Senior Counsel Mr. Anthony Neoh who was the

leader of our legal team.

Without the guidance, help and encouragement from all of you, the
‘Save Our Harbour’ Campaign would not have been successful. It is through the common
effort of the Hong Kong public and all our supporters that instead of having a Victoria River,

to-day we still have a Victoria Harbour.

Our Society congratulate the Hong Kong Maritime Museum for this
new building right in the heart of the Central harbourfront. This is an excellent location.
When it is open at the end of this month, this Museum will be one of the best maritime
museums in the world. It will be a leading cultural center of Hong Kong and a great
attraction both to local people and visitors. Our Society offer to the Museum our strongest

support and we wish the Museum every success.

We also offer our special thanks to the Chairman of the Museum Mr.
Anthony Hardy, their Museum Director Mr. Richard Wesley and their colleagues for their

invaluable co-operation in organising this event.

Finally, on behalf of our Chairman and our Councillors, I sincerely
thank you all for attending this function today. We are very honoured and grateful for your
gracious presence. To-day being “ A H” is a very auspicious day. May I wish all of you

good health, happiness and every prosperity in the Year of the Snake. Thank you.
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Protecting our Harbour
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Harbour was shrinking with alarming
speed and was in danger because of
ever greater reclamation projects was

finally recognized. The ‘Save our

Harbour' campaign was launched and
the Society for the Protection of the
Harbour was formed in 1995 by Mr.

Winston Ka-Sun Chu.

A private bill introduced by then-Legco
Member Ms Christine Loh became law
on 27 June 1997, protecting the ‘central
area’ of the harbour. Two and a half

years later, with the help of
Gordon Siu, the Secretary for
Planning, Environment and
Lands, the whole harbour
gained protection and finally,
in a landmark decision by the
Court of Final Appeal in
2004, any further
reclamation plans were given
the tough test of ‘overriding
public need’ if they were to
go ahead. This made it
possible to save what is left
of Victoria Harbour for future
generations.

The Society subsequently led
a public education program,
built support in Legco for
passing an ordinance and
took the Hong Kong
Government to court seven
times.
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Explanation of the Assent Certificate

This 15 the ariginal Assent Certificate signsd on ths 27t day of Juns 1997
by the last Colonal Attarney Gensral Jeremy Matthews on behalf af Her
Majesty Queen Elizabetn Il of the United Kingdom by which the Protectian
of the Harbour Bill was enacted a5 an Ordinance of Hong Kang

The Bil was draftsd by Solicitor Winston Ka-Sun Chu to protect the
hatbour from raclamation and was introduzed into the Lagsiative Council
353 Privats Member's B1ll by Legisiatie Councilior Chiristine Lon
Kung-Wai

The Honourable Chiistine Loh presented this Assent Gertificate to M
Chu's mother Madam Chu Fok Wing Yus (shown 1n the photagraphy in
recagnition of her being the intiator and cham pion of the *Save Our
Harbour’ Campaizn, which was started in 1995 and which successfully
saved Victana Harbour from permanent destruction through excessie
reclamation.

In the Campaign, the Ordinancs was relisd an to secure 3 Gaurt of Final
Appeal judgment 1n 2004 and a High Court judgment in 2008 against
harbour reclamation, Asa fesult of thess court judgments, the Hong.
Kong Special Administrative Region Government abandona its propased

plans and stopped all further reclamations n Victoria Harbour

This Assent Cartificats was donatsd by the Society for Protection of the
Harbour to the Hong Korg Maritime Museum for per manent public
exhibition a5 part o the history of Victoria Harbour on the 16" day of
Fsbruary 2013
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Explanation of the Assent Certificate

This is the original Assent Certificate signed on the 27th day of June 1997
by the last Colonial Attorney General Jeremy Matthews on behalf of Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth Il of the United Kingdom by which the Protection

of the Harbour Bill was enacted as an Ordinance of Hong Kong.

The Bill was drafted by Solicitor Winston Ka-Sun Chu to protect the
harbour from reclamation and was introduced into the Legislative Council
as a Private Member’s Bill by Legislative Councillor Christine Loh
Kung-Wai.

The Honourable Christine Loh presented this Assent Certificate to Mr.
Chu’s mother Madam Chu Fok Wing Yue (shown in the photograph) in
recognition of her being the initiator and champion of the ‘Save Our
Harbour’ Campaign, which was started in 1995 and which successfully
saved Victoria Harbour from permanent destruction through excessive

reclamation.

In the Campaign, the Ordinance was relied on to secure a Court of Final
Appeal judgment in 2004 and a High Court judgment in 2008 against
harbour reclamation. As a result of these court judgments, the Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region Government abandoned its proposed

plans and stopped all further reclamations in Victoria Harbour.

This Assent Certificate was donated by the Society for Protection of the
Harbour to the Hong Kong Maritime Museum for permanent public
exhibition as part of the history of Victoria Harbour on the 16* day of
February 2013.
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The late Mrs. Chu Fok Wing-Yue who initiated the ‘Save Our Harbour’ Campaign which saved
Victoria Harbour from further reclamation.

In the 1990s the fact that Victoria
Harbour was shrinking with alarming
speed and was in danger because of
ever greater reclamation projects was
finally recognized. The ‘Save our
Harbour’ campaign was launched and
the Society for the Protection of the
Harbour was formed in 1995 by Mr.
Winston Ka-Sun Chu.

A private bill introduced by then-Legco
Member Ms Christine Loh became law
on 27 June 1997, protecting the ‘central
area’ of the harbour. Two and a half
years later, with the help of
Gordon Siu, the Secretary for
Planning, Environment and
Lands, the whole harbour
gained protection and finally,
in a landmark decision by the
Court of Final Appeal in
2004, any further
reclamation plans were given
the tough test of ‘overriding
public need’ if they were to
go ahead. This made it
possible to save what is left
of Victoria Harbour for future
generations.

The Society subsequently led
a public education program,
built support in Legco for
passing an ordinance and
took the Hong Kong
Government to court seven
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HKMM Collection
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HKMM Collection
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B. Henry / Travel-Images.com

Major reclamation for West Kowloon District post 2000.
B. Henry / Travel-Images.com
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The late Mrs. Chu Fok Wing-Yue who initiated the ‘Save Our Harbour’ Campaign which saved
Victoria Harbour from further reclamation.




Reclamation Plan of Victoria Harbour - TPB Paper No. 2880
Town Planning Board Meeting on 14th October 1994
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Table of Proposed Reclamation

e el ORI =Y R

Existing and Committed Reclamation Areas el R L SE R AR E

(1) West Kowloon Reclamation Ve LREE S 340
(2) Hung Hom Bay Reclamation SR 55T 35
(3) Central Reclamation Phase I BRI 20
(4) Wanchai Reclamation Phase I BIFEHE—H 6
(5) Aldrich Bay Reclamation BRI BIHE 28
(6) Container Terminal No. 8 A 97
(7) Central Reclamation Phases 2 and 3 FERIEE R =H] 45

(8) Container Terminal No. 9 ARG
661 hectares (23 )

Proposed Reclamation Areas

*(9) Green Island

(10) Central Reclamation Phase 4 FRERIE R A

(11) Wanchai Reclamation Phase 2 BTES
#(12) South East Kowloon HETLHE
*#(13) Kowloon Point JLEEF
*#(14) Tsim Sha Tsui East RVDIE R
*(15) Tsuen Wan Bay EEE

636 hectares (23 H)

Total 428 1297 hectares (/\H)

* Note : 566 hectares saved from reclamation by the ‘Save Our Harbour’ Campaign
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