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7" February 2012

PRESS RELEASE

Re: Reclamation & Development of the New Territories

Our Society has just issued the enclosed letter and publications to the Chief
Executive-in-Council and we have also brought this matter to the attention of the candidates of
the coming election to the post of Chief Executive as well as official bodies, commercial

organizations and environmental groups concerned,

ennis K. W. Li,
Councillor

Harbour Manifesto:  To protect and preserve the harbour and enhance the harbour-front to provide a
healithy environment and a good quality of life for the people of Hong Kong
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Website: http://www.harbourprotection.org ~ Fax: (852) 2845-5964

The Chief Executive-in-Council,

Hong Kong Special Administrative Region Government,

1/F, No. 1 Tim Ma Avenue,

Tamar, Central, Hong Kong,. 7" February 2012

- —— - - - =~ - Chief Executive-in-Council - - - - -~ - o v e o oo v

Re: Reclamation and Development of the New Territories

In view of the importance of the above matter, our Society respectfully draw

your attention to the following recent publications in the South China Morning Post:~

1. Our Letter to the Editor published on 17" January 2012.
2. Editorial published on 30" January 2012,

3. Our Letter to the Editor published on 6" February 2012.
Yours sincerely,

Christine K.W. Loh,
Chairperson

Harbour Manifesto:  To protect and preserve the harbour and enhance the harbour-front to provide a
healthy environment and a good quality of life for the people of Hong Kong
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Room 608, One Pacific Place, Hong Kong  Tel: (852) 2626-8321
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7" February 2012

Dear Friends,

Re: Reclamation & Development of the New Territories

In view of the importance of the above matter, our Society respectfully bring
to your attention the following recent publications in the South China Morning Post which have

also been brought to the attention of the Chief Executive-in-Council as well as the candidates of

the coming election to the post of Chief Executive.

1. Letter to the Editor published on 17" January 2012.
2. Editorial published on 30" January 2012.

3. Letter to the Editor published on 6" February 2012.

Kindly note that copies of the above have also been circulated to official

bodies, commercial organizations and environmental groups concerned.

Yours sincerely,
Christine K.W. Loh,

Chairperson

Harbour Manifesto:  To protect and preserve the harbour and enhance the harbour-front to provide a
healthy environment and a good quality of life for the people of Hong Kong
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South China Morning Post

30" January 2012

South China Morning Post

There’s no need for
land reclamation

government’s job is as much ta look to the
furture as the present. Donald Tsang Yam-
kuen's outgoing administration is doing that
with its consultation on land supply. But the
S options put forward —reclaiming land

[ beyond Victoria Harbour, including building
B® ortificial islands and use of rock caverns

q chould be last resorts. While the latter coutd
prove an innovative way of dealing with

unpopular utilities like waste treatment facilities and columbariums,
there is more than enough land for tens of decades to come for housing
and development in the New Temitories. .

The suggested options are claimed to be a matter of necessity.
Authorities stress that with a limited supply ofland and Hong Kong's
population expected to increase a quarter to 8.9 million by 2039, there
will soon not be enough for housing and economic growth, The
existing strategy of rezoning, redevelopment, resumption and making
use of old quarries is considered inadequate to meet anticipated . .
demand. Being able to.expand beyond the coastline and diginto
mountainsides is bemg put forward as ensuring ﬂe}ubﬂ.ttjr

Scepticism in some quarters is rife. The government hds facked
transparency and been wildly optimistic with projections when -
pushing projects in the past. Hong Kong Disneyland was supposed to -
reap a10 per centretum in its first year, bugsixyears later, continues to
struggle with breaking even; the HK$35 billion Airport Express carries
one-third fewer passengers than original estimates; and our Mandatory
Provident Fund accounts remain pitifully low despite the bullish
figures thrown about when it was launched 11 years ago. Concrete was
poured and jobs created, but the benefits have notbeen as asstired,

The consultation documnents do not suggest how much land should
be reclaimed or what specific uses it will be put to. A total of 25 sites
were put forward half-way through the process, with the explanation
that they would form the basis for eventually choosing a finalised list of
10 mid-year that would be taken to another consultation. The waters
around Hong Kong are relatively deep, so reclamation is an expensive
proposition, Tsang’s last policy address made clear that Iand supply
would have to be boosted to allow for a projected 40,000 new flats a
year, 15,000 for public housing, Given the costs, it is unlikely that what
would be reclaimed would be for affordable homes.

Hong Kong is not short of land, but the government seems reluctant
to free up the greatest supply—in the New Tetritories — by resolutely
taking on the conténtious matter of indigenous villagers’ property
rights. Instead of reclaiming land, we should be sustainably using what
we have while formulating long-term policies on housing, population
and welfare. Reclamation carries environmental risks. ft should be an
option, but only when all other choices have been exhausted.




South China Morning Post

17" January 2012

The government should reallse that the beauty and a
HongKong isbecaiiseitis an archlpelago comprisi
-of islands large and small: Our séa dnd Gur
ifivaluable hatural asset which should b 1joy

‘ prese but also future genierations;

* . Reclamiation to make Jand by destro

. islatids-does fct make sense. Thereis

‘canhiot bejustified: THere i§ aldiost 100,000 h
_Ne Térrifories. Although 56,000 hiettates

: “parks (which'we support) the

Hectares that ate undeveloped or underd

' '. Accordmg to out reseaich, Kam Tin Vall

_in'the western New Territories togethier can:alr €

“hégtares, These aréas aie served by West Réil! and

whig ‘are veryunderuuhsed The border argas

- can prov1de anigther 2,000 hectares, ‘Theseh
enough tosatisfythe projected popul

" " Thegovertiment should properly ple
these areas to provide & good livingenvir
- senisitive sites. It should notpropose to 1 anc
thxough thé 25 reclamation prr)]ects am‘i\lgnore
» land we already’have o '
-, The engineering works of the proposed Tei] ama’tlons
- very expensive, Unlike Macau, our waters:ate very det ep, o
addition, the nfrastructires &nd the transport syst’em eded:

- will make: the reclaimed land prohiblhvely expensive; Hence any
housing built on.if will be too expensive for the general pubhc and
canmot solve otir problem of high housmgpnces by

* The Joint Peclaration was signed 28 yeats dgoin 1984 WhICh
made the New Territories part of the Horig Kong' Special - .
Administrative Region, This incressed HongKong'sland. area 10- -
fold. Yet now; almost 15 years.a after the handover, the ...

. administration has still not properly planned the development of
the New Tetritories, where the fufiizé of HongKong’s eXpansmn
lies. To implement the plan-to develo op the New Territori .
_ course, many problems will have to "be'resolved Neverth
government should have the msdo m and courage to do
.thing for Hong Kong, o - _
Perhaps an ordinance snmlar 0 ’rhe Protectlon of the Har
Ordinance should be enacted to safeguard our shorehnes_-_
. excessive and unnecessaryreclamatlon : .

Winston K. S. Chu, adv:ser, Soc1ety for Protectlon ofth ; ol R



